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Minerva House: the first private development to utilise a barge for construction logistics

GPE continues to innovate its approach to sustainability and announces that Minerva
House, SE1, is the first private development on the River Thames to utilise a barge to
remove construction materials from site, according to GPS Marine.

Use of the barge will reduce the total number of heavy goods vehicles that would have
travelled to and from the local area during the deconstruction phase by 65%. The River
Thames will act as the primary route to remove waste from an area with very high footfall,
as well as reducing noise and air pollution in a congested, pedestrian heavy environment.

Minerva House will deliver 143,100 sq ft of new best-in-class workspaces, in a rejuvenated
and expanded building, making the most of its impressive river frontage. It is one of GPE’s
latest central London projects to be designed and built in line with GPE’s updated
Roadmap to Net Zero. The project will embrace the principles of the circular economy,
including the retention and re-use of over 70% of the existing building and the recovery of
20 tonnes of glass that will used in the production of new glass for use on the open market,
for other projects across London.

James Shipton, Senior Development Manager at GPE, said: “We are determined to
embrace innovative processes that help put our local communities first. Taking this
collaborative approach with Morrisroe and Multiplex, allows us to make full use of the River
Thames as a primary route for transport, which being the first private development to do
so, will help set the right example for our peers to embrace on our decarbonisation
journey.”
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